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To God be the Glory:  

Celebrating 50 Years!  

Inside this issue:  

Bible miniature golf, Frisbee golf, prayer chapel, helping neighbors, outdoor 

chapel, Sunday evening cookouts and prayer services, craft cabin, archery, 

new bunk bedsé there is so much to be thankful for at Camp on the Boul-

der.  In just the past 5 years God has provided new recreation, new worship 

areas, and volunteers to help us.  Multiply that by 10 and we can imagine all 

God has done at Camp on the Boulder in the past 50 years, and all He will do 

in the next 50 years.  Numerous hearts have 

been touched by Jesus here in Godõs creation; 

innumerable souls won for Christ.  This sum-

mer we celebrate and praise the Lord for all 

God is and for all He has done.  And we look 

forward to what God will accomplish next in 

the hearts of His people.  We hope youõll join us 

as we ring the bell  on July 13th to glorify God!  

Praise the 
Lord!  

Praise the 
Lord from 
the Heav-
ens, Praise 
God in the 

heights!  
Psalm 148:1  

Blessings from the Boulder  
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òWe are standing on holy ground,  

and I know that there are angels all aroundéó 
 
óWe are standing on holy 

groundéó These praise lyrics 

by Christopher Beatty and 

Geron Davis flow through my 

mind as I consider Camp on 

the Boulder, and all church 

camps that have impacted my 

life.  If you have set foot in a 

church camp and been 

washed by the redeeming 
love of Jesus, YOU know that 

these camps are holy ground.  

  

Upon arriving at church 

camp, you might almost be 

tempted to remove your 

shoes, as Moses did before the burning bush, and let your toes curl into 

the grass, so that nothing comes between you and Godõs holy ground.  

The children at family reunions know just what to do, as they scatter 

socks and shoes on the dining hall deck and scamper through the camp 

creek.  It would bless us all to jump in and experience Godõs holy ground 

in such a real way.  

  

òAnd I know that there are angels all aroundéó And do we ever! The 

volunteers, the NOMADS, the camp counselors, the pastors...so many 

angels help to make a church camp (and this newsletter is filled with the 

names of some of those angels). These folks are the ones who tend the 

holy ground, keeping it always ready for campers.  

  

As Camp on the Boulder celebrates its 50th Birthday, it seems a good 

time to reflect on how church camps got their start; how did they become 

holy ground?  Are they just an invention of the past century or are they 

even older?  A look into the Bible makes me think church camps are al-

most as old as Scripture itself.  

  

Perhaps the first Old Testament òchurch 

campó was in Genesis 28, where Jacob 

left home after stealing his brotherõs 

birthright.  Upon traveling a distance 

into the wilderness, he took a stone for a 

pillow and rested (hey, our bunk beds 

are much more comfortable than that!).  

While asleep, God gave Jacob the fa-

mous vision known as òJacobõs Ladder.ó  

This experience at òcampó took Jacob 

from brokenness (because his sin caused 

him to leave his family) to wholeness, as 

he experienced Godõs healing grace and 

encouragement.   

  

Jacob returned to òchurch campó several 

years later on his way home from visiting his uncle.  This time he 

brought his family with him and had another holy ground experience.  In 

the night he wrestled with God until he received a blessing.  How many 

of us come to camp with hurting hearts and wrestle with God over our 

troubles, and when it is time to go we have been blessed by Godõs pres-

ence? 

  

The New Testament also had òchurch camp.ó  Jesus held church outside 

as he preached to the crowds at the Sermon on the Mount, the Sermon on 

the Plain, and from the fishing boat of His disciples.  And though he did-

nõt have a dining hall, He sure fed them with loaves and fishes 

and the Word of God!  Jesus also showed us how to head into 

Godõs creation for prayer and retreat from the pressures of life. 

  

It was Jesusõ example that encouraged John Wesley, the father 

of Methodism, when he was no longer allowed to preach in the 

churches. Wesley took his message of justification by faith in  

Christ Jesus outside to the hungry crowds in England and Amer-

ica.  It was in Godõs creation that the Holy Spirit moved in the 

hearts of hundreds of thousands of people.  

  

The Wesley method of preaching continued in 18th century 

America with the circuit riders.  These faithful preachers trav-

eled the frontier on horseback, drawing crowds together for re-

vival services.  The 19th century brought camp meetings and 

Chautaqua assemblies to educate Sunday school teachers.  The 

Moody Bible Conferences, Epworth Leagues, Scouts, and YMCAs 

were all steps in the progression of todayõs church camps. 

  

Camp on the Boulder, like many of our modern day church 

camps, got its start in the mid -20th century.  When men came 

home from World War II they had a renewed call to Christianity, 

certain that Jesus was a better answer than war.  As their chil-

dren, the baby -boomers, reached camping age in the 1950s, these 

veterans wanted camps for their offspring.  Today there are al-

most 250 United Methodist Conference camps in the United 

States, along with hundreds from other denominations, all con-

sidered as holy ground.  

   

So, how will you help us celebrate Godõs holy ground this sum-

mer?  Will you take off your shoes and wade in the creek with 

the children?  Will you come to the dining hall for a big serving of 

loaves and fishes?  Will you join us at the outdoor chapel on Sun-

day evenings for open air preaching?  We hope so!  We want YOU 

to carry on the history of church camp, where souls continue to 

be touched by Jesus on holy ground.  

ñLet us praise Jesus now. For we are standing in  

His presence on holy ground.ò  
 

- Jenny Chittenden, Ministry Assistant 

God said. 
"Take off your 

sandals, for 
the place 

where you are 
standing is  

holy ground."   
Exodus 3:5  

Resource thanks to David Schar, Kevin Witt, & Mary Maaga  

Justin & Jill Haglund,  

singing praises to God  

Standing on Holy Ground  


